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AGENDA ITEM 9 
 

HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
 

Report to Council 
 

6th October 2015 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appendices Attached: None 

 
 
1.        Reason for the Report: To update Councillors on the progress of the High 

Peak Local Plan 
 
 
2. Recommendations 

2.1 That the report be noted. 
 

 
3. Executive Summary 
 
High Peak Local Plan 
 

3.1  At the request of the Local Plan Inspector, a consultation on new 
evidence housing requirements and the proposed Woodhead Road 
housing allocation and potential implications for the Local Plan was 
held during June and July 2015. The Council meeting held on 5 August 
considered the responses to the consultation and resolved to note the 
new evidence, consultation feedback and related officer responses. A 
number of subsequent proposed main modifications to the Local Plan 
were also agreed. They related to: 

 

• A reduced average annual housing requirement of 350 for the Local 
Plan 

• The removal of the Woodhead Road, Glossop housing allocation 
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• The removal of the 500 dwelling contribution from Cheshire East 
Council towards housing needs in High Peak. 

 
3.2 The report to Council and draft minutes were subsequently submitted to 

the Local Plan Inspector to confirm the Council’s position to him ahead 
of the additional hearing session held on 3 September 2015. The 
agenda for hearing session related to the new evidence regarding 
housing requirements, the Woodhead Road allocation, the Council’s 
position on these matters as agreed on 5 August and the views of other 
participants. They included; developers, Homes Builders Federation, 
Historic England, Friends of Peak District, Protect High Peak, Cheshire 
East Council and a local resident (examination library ref. X1). 

 
3.3 At the close of the hearing, the Inspector announced that he would 

write to the Council within two weeks to set out his next steps. At the 
time of writing, the Council is still awaiting this correspondence. 

 
3.4 In addition to the timescales for his next steps, the Inspector also 

enquired about the Council’s response to recent changes to 
Government policy in respect of housing technical standards (regarding 
space, access and water efficiency), parking standards, wind turbines, 
affordable housing and gypsies and travellers accommodation. In 
addition to the latter, a new assessment of gypsies and travellers 
accommodation was completed and submitted to the Inspector in 
August (examination library ref. U10). The study does not identify a 
need for pitches in High Peak.  

 
3.5 In light of the discussion at the hearing session, the Inspector also 

requested further information and justification for the proposed 
methodology for calculating the five year supply, details of the current 
five year supply figure used for development control purposes and the 
Council’s view on comments raised regarding the Council’s projected 
supply of housing in the housing trajectory.  

 
3.6 Furthermore, the Council volunteered to submit proposed changes to 

the Hogshaw, Buxton housing allocation policy. This is in response to 
forthcoming proposals from Network Rail to extend the railway sidings 
to accommodate longer freight trains. The scheme is likely to lead to 
the loss of some land identified for open space but it is not anticipated 
that there will be any loss of housing capacity on the proposed 
allocation.  

 
3.7 On 8 September, the Council submitted separate responses and 

supporting information in relation to the above matters which are 
detailed in examination library documents X2 to X15.  

 
3.8 The Inspector subsequently requested that consultation is undertaken 

by the Council in relation to its submissions on housing technical 
standards, gypsies and travellers accommodation and the Hogshaw 
housing allocation. The consultation is only open to Local Plan 
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examination participants. Comments on the gypsies and travellers 
accommodation assessment and the implications of new Government 
policy for the Local Plan are invited until 9 October. Consultation on the 
options housing technical standards and Hogshaw will close on 15 
October. Responses will be submitted to the Inspector for 
consideration.  

 
 
Chapel-en-le-Frith Neighbourhood Plan 
 
3.9 The Council resolved to “make” the Neighbourhood Plan on 5 August 

2015. The Peak District National Park Authority also resolved to “make” 
the plan on 7 August 2015. A Decision Statement was published by 
both authorities on 13 August 2015 to confirm the making of the plan 
which now forms part of the statutory development plan.  

 
3.10 Under the provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, planning applications 
must be taken in accordance with the development plan unless there 
are material considerations that indicate otherwise. 

 
 

 
Dai Larner 

Executive Director - Place 
 
 
Web Links and 
Background Papers 

Location Contact details 

Local Plan examination library - 
http://highpeak-
consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/high
_peak/exam_library 
 
Chapel-en-le-Frith Neighbourhood 
Plan and background documents –  
http://www.highpeak.gov.uk/hp/cou
ncil-services/neighbourhood-
planning/chapel-en-le-frith-
neighbourhood-development-plan 
 

Glossop Municipal 
Buildings 
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